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eSubmission of Assignments 
with Turnitin and Blackboard 

Damien Raftery 
eLearning Development Officer 

 Study  

 41 Don’t plagiarise.  
There’s an abundance of online resources to 
steal from, but, like an evolutionary arms race, 
lecturers are equipping themselves with an 
equal abundance of tools for catching cheats.  

 Academic Integrity & Plagiarism 

 Good practice in using Turnitin 

 How to get started with Turnitin 

 GradeMark 

Credit – some slides from previous workshops on 

Academic Integrity by Anne Carpenter 

 Text matching software with access to  
◦ Over 12 Billion Web Pages Crawled & Archived 

◦ Over 90 Million Student Papers 

◦ Over 12,000 Major Newspapers, Magazines & 
Scholarly Journals 

◦ Thousands Of Books Including Literary Classics 

 Produces originality report, which needs to 
be interpreted by the examiner 

 Does not detect plagiarism 

 

 Does not check ALL published material 

 

 Not the panacea to ‘cure’ all plagiarism 
related problems 

 Holistic approach 
◦ should be used as one of many tools to deter plagiarism 

 Need consistent approach to use 
◦ otherwise misconduct is reinforced 

 Allow students at least one revision submission 
with access to their originality report before final 
submission  

 Train ALL users 
◦ provide supporting information for students 

◦ include syllabus statement explaining use of Turnitin 
◦ inform students openly about use 
◦ remove unique student identifiers from submissions 
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Rest of setup as per Turnitin.com 

How does it look in Blackboard? 
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Add a checklist or honesty pledge? 
Use Mark Reviewed & Adaptive Release 
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put it in the relevant section 

post an Announcement 
with a link to it 

 “Saves time by streamlining the grading 
process and allowing for more and better 
feedback for students” 
◦ Online tutorial (interactive demo) 

see more info on GradeMark & rubrics in Blackboard 

 'Deterring and Dealing with Plagiarism' Workshop 
◦ handouts from Anne Carpenter, see Resources section 

 Blackboard Support course for lecturers 

 TLC Learner Support course for students 

◦ how-to videos/handouts/links 

 

 Turnitin.com 

 Turnitin support from University of Melbourne 

 Video on How to Interpret Turnitin reports - 
Oxford Brookes University 

 

https://demo-www.turnitin.com/dv?cv=1&u=1007009245&lang=en_us&demo=1&output=json&s=3&o=222980585
http://www.itcarlow.ie/resources/teaching-learning-centre.htm
http://www.itcarlow.ie/resources/teaching-learning-centre.htm
http://turnitin.com/
http://www.lms.unimelb.edu.au/teaching/assessment/turnitin/
http://www.lms.unimelb.edu.au/teaching/assessment/turnitin/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yYf8AihndI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yYf8AihndI

