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WHAT will you be asked?
The cultural, social and economic questions that you will be asked at registration are set 

out below for your information. You may wish to discuss these with your parent or 

guardian. The purpose of asking the questions is two-fold. First, to measure the extent 

to which people with a disability, of different ages, cultural and socio-economic 

backgrounds are participating in higher education, and second, to help put in place 

services and supports for students so that they can successfully participate in and 

complete higher education.

All students are encouraged to respond to the questions, however they are not 

mandatory and non-response will not impede your registration at college or affect your 

eligibility for financial assistance schemes.

As with all other information gathered during registration, the responses gathered on student 

background are confidential and each college has a data protection policy in place. Individual 

student data is returned without names and addresses to the HEA and the personal 

information you provide will never be disclosed without prior consent to any third parties such 

as government departments, social welfare, vocational education committees or local 

authorities. The information will be gathered in accordance with the Data Protection Acts 1988 

and 2003 to protect your right to privacy. 
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